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arises the first convulsive phenomenon may be considered
the central seat of epilepsy.

Esquirol had stated that in nine cases out of ten post-
mortem examinations of epileptic subjects had shown
lesions of the spinal cord. On the other hand, he (Dr.
Brown-Sequard) had recorded upwards of 100 cases wherein
injury of the spinal cord had frequently given rise to epi-
leptiform convulsions, either spontaneous or incited. Epi-
lepsy might, however, occur amid other circumstances ;
for instance, in cases of alteration of the nervous branches.

Dr. Brown-Sequard here passed in review his recent ex-
periments on guinea-pigs, of which I have already given
you a full account, and in which it is observed that section
of either half of the spinal cord, or section of the whole
cord, or division of the sciatic nerve, brings on well-charac-
terised epileptiform seizures. Several of the animals were
exhibited. It was seen that the attack of epilepsy invariably
occurred on the side which had been injured. When the
section of the spinal cord is complete, or when both sciatic
nerves are severed, the epileptiform attack manifests itself
on both sides. This was well exhibited in an old guinea-
pig, in which complete section of the cord had been per-
formed seven months since. The hind legs are both para-
lysed, and when the epileptic fit is incited, both the front
limbs are seized with convulsive movements. The epilepti-
form attacks in all the above cases can only be produced by
exciting the zone epileptogene, as I have stated in my former
letters. This zone epileptogine is observed on both sides of
the face, when both halves of the cord or both sciatic
nerves are severed.
The lecturer stated that injury of other nerves than the

sciatic might become a cause of epilepsy, in a lesser degree,
however. He mentioned the last fifth dorsal pairs, and the
internal popliteal. Section of the outer popliteal had never
yet brought on epileptiform seizures. The differences
which had been observed in nerves with respect to this
faculty of producing epilepsy depended on both the quan-
tity of fibres and the degree of excitability.

Referring to the application of these results to man,
Dr. Brown-Sequard observed that, at first sight, they might
appear contradictory. Thus, forty-five cases were already
known in which, lesions of the nerves of the lower limbs in
man having brought on epileptiform attacks, section of the
nerves had produced a cure, and caused the disappearance
of the convulsions. This was quite contrary to what occurred
in animals, as amongst these section of the nerves brought
on epilepsy. The contradiction was, however, merely appa-
rent, and simply proved that in man the nerves of the
limbs were less excitable than in guinea-pigs. In the for-
mer, an irritating cause of a sufficient degree of strength
was necessary to bring on epilepsy, and that cause was
often made to disappear by dividing the nerve; whilst in
the latter mere section of the nerve produced an irritation
which was enough to give rise to convulsions.

THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.

THE business transacted at the Council meeting on

Thursday, the 10th instant, was of a routine character,
being principally the nomination of the various officers for
next year, prior to the annual meeting of the Council in
July. 

_____________

Medical News.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND. -At

a recent meeting of the Council, Mr. William Jones, of
Llanfigail, Anglesea, was admitted a Fellow of the College.
His diploma of Membership bears date Aug. 2nd, 1842.

APOTHECARIES’ HALL. - The following gentlemen
passed their examination in the Science and Practice of Medi-
cine, and received certificates to practise, on June 3rd :-

Kennedy, Edward, Manchester.
Morris, John, Cliffe, Lewes.

The following gentleman also on the same day passed his
first examination :-

Bayliffe, Alwortb Mereweth,er, London Hospital.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. - Mr. Morrant
Baker has been appointed Lecturer on Physiology, vice

Savory, resigned.
WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL.-Dr. Richard Davy, of

Welbeck-street, M.D. Edin., F.R.C.S. Eng., has been ap-
pointed Surgical Registrar, vice Mr. Christopher Jeaffreson,
M.R.C.S. Eng., resigned.
THE WHITEHAVEN SCIENTIFIC ASSOCIATION.--Dr.

I’Ai3son has been elected president, vice Dr. Fidler, de-
ceased ; and Dr. Horan vice-president, vice I’Anson.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE.-The professors of Univer-
sity College gave a soir&eacute;e on Thursday week, when the
General Library, the Flaxman Gallery, and the museums,
were thrown open to a full gathering of visitors, and a,

large number of objects of scientific interest, microscopic
and other, were exhibited on the occasion.

Medical Appointments.
ADAM, C., M.B., C.M., has been appointed Medical Officer to the District

Lunatic Asylum for the County Elgin, vice R. W. Ceely, M.R.C.S.E.,
resigned.

ALLAN, C. J., M.B., C.M., has been appointed Visiting Physician of the Gil.
mour House Lunatic Asylum, Liberton, Edinburgh, vice J. Saidler,
M.D., deceased.

ALTHAM, Mr., of Wray, has oeen appointed Medical Officer for District
No. 3 and the Workhouse of the newly formed Lunedale Union, Lan-
cashire.

BAKER, H. F., L.S.A., has been appointed Midwifery Assistant at St. Bar-
tholomew’s Hospital, vice Mr. C. Godson.

BARRY, J. M., L.K.Q.C.P.I., has been appointed Medical Officer for the
Holycross Dispensary District of the Thurles Union.

BATT, C. D., M.B., has been appointed House-Surgeon to the General In.
firmary, Sheffield, vice C. J. H. Smith, M.R.C.S.E., resigned.

BELL, J. A., 31.R.C.S., L.S.A., late House-Surgeon, has been appointed
Resident Accoucheur to St. Thomas’s Hospital.

BRowN, J. B., F.R.C.S.E., has been appointed a, Medical Officer to the
Metropolitan Provident Dispensary, Osnaburgh-place, Regent’s-park.

CATON, R., M.B., has been appointed Assistant-Physician to the Liverpool
Children’s Infirmary.

DouGLASS, G., M.D., has been appointed a Medical Officer to the Gateshead
Dispensary, vice Wm. Jollie, M.D., deceased.

ELLIS, J., M.D., has been appointed Medical Officer to the St. Pancras
Workhouse Infirmary, vice F. W. Gibson, M.D., resigned.

GABBETT, P. R. D., M.R.C.S., has been appointed a Medical Officer to the
Metropolitan Provident Dispensary, Osnaburh-place, Regent’s-park.

GAYE, H. S., L.R.C.P.L., of Newton Abbot, has been appointed Deputy
Coroner for the Totnes District.

GUTTERIDGE, R., M.D., has been appointed a Medical Officer to the Metro.
politan Provident Dispensary.

HARDYMAN, C. E., M.R.C.S., L.S.A., has been appointed House-Surgeon ot
St. Thomas’s Hospital.

HARKER, J., M.D., has been appointed Medical Officer for District No. 1 of
the Lunedale Union.

JuKEs, A., M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed a House-Physician at St. Bar-
tholomew’s Hospital, vice P. J. Hensley, M.B.

Lo-WTEEB, R., M.B., C.M., JH.R.C.S.E., has been appointed Resident House-
Surgeon to the Infirmary, Lancaster, vice Wm. Armistead, M.B.,
resigned.

MACNAMABA, R., L.K.Q.C.P.I., has been elected President of the Royal Col-
lege of Surgeons, Ireland, in succession to G. H. Porter, M.D.

POLLARD, F., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., has been appointed House-Surgeon to St.
Thomas’s Hospital.

ROBERTS, F. T., M.B.. B.Sc., has been appointed Demonstrator of Anatomy
at University College, London.

Ross, J. A., L.R.C.S.L, has been appointed a Resident Medical Officer to
the North Staffordshire Infirmary, Stoke-upon-Trent.

SMALLMAN, R. S., M.B., has been appointed House-Surgeon and Secretary
to the Hartlepool Hospital, vice J. Rawlings, M.R.C.S.E., resigned.

SQUAREY, C. E, M.B., M.R.C.P.L., Resident Medical Officer to University
College Hospital, has been appointed Assistant-Physician to the Hos.
pital for Women, Soho-square.

THuRsTON, E. W., L.R.C.P.L., M.R.C.S., has been appointed Medical Officer
and Public Vaccinator for No. 2 District of the East Ashford Union,
vice H. Whitfeld, M.R.C.S., L.S.A., resigned.

Births, Marriages, and Deaths.
BIRTHS.

ARCHER.&mdash;On the 28th ult., at King’s Lynn, the wife of Edmond Archer,
M.D., of a son.

CHEADLE.-On the 4th inst., at Hyde-park-place, the wife of W. B. Cheadl2,
M.D., of a son.

EDWARDs.&mdash;On the 29th ult., at Grosvenor-square, Manchester, the wife of
J. Henry Edwards, M.R C.S., of a son.

ELIN.&mdash;On the 1st inst., at Hertford, the wife of G. Elin, M.D., of a son.
HADDEN.&mdash;On the 3rd inst., at Scamblesby House, near HorneastleLincoln-

shire, the wife of John Hadden, M.D., of a daughter.
LEES.&mdash;On the 29th ult., at Walworth-road, the wife of J. Lees, M.D., of

a son.

VERITY.&mdash;On the 7th inst., at Rosemoder’s Cottage, Garndiffaith, near
Pontypool, the wife of A. Robert Verity, M.R,C.S.E., of a son.
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MARRIAGES.
CAMPBELL&mdash;OWEN .--On the 3rd inst., at St. Cadfan’s Church, Towyn, Dugald

Campbell, M.D., of Ma hynlleth, to Mary Elizabeth Atwood, second
daughter of the late Rice J. Owen, Esq., of Blaenau, near Dolgelly,
Merionethshire.

COLLTINGWOOD-LEE,&mdash;On the 10th inst., at Henley-on-Thames, Dr. Cuth-
bert Collingwood, M.A., F.L.S., to Clara, widow of the late David Henry
Lee, Esq., of Calcutta, and youngest daughter of the late Lieut.-Colonel
Sir Robert Moubray, K.H., of Coukairnie, Fife.&mdash;No Cards.

GRIFFITHS&mdash;SHARP.&mdash;On the 3rd inst., at St. James’s Church, Bristol,
Lemuel Matthews Griiiiths, M.R.C.S.E., ot’ Dowry-parade, Bristol, to
Anne Susannah, younger daughter of G. H. Sharp, Esq., of Somerset-
street, Bristol.-No Cards.

MACDONALD&mdash;JoTHAM.&mdash;On the 1st inst., at St. George’s Church, Kidder-
minster, John Macdoniald, L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S.Ed., of Lincoln, to Louisa
Harvey, third daughter of G. W. Jotham, M.R.C.S., L.S.A., Honorary
Surgeon, Kidderminster Infirmary.

MYEBS&mdash;RoBiNSON.&mdash;On the 27th ult., at :North Somercotes, Lincolnshire,
Charles J. Myers, Esq., Surgeon, to Mary Lucy, eldest daughter of Wm.
Robinson, Esq., both of North Somercotes.

SHA&mdash;KELLOCK.&mdash;On the 1st inst., at Thornhill, Dumfriesshire, N.B.,
Robert Shaw, M.B., C.M., to Margaret, daughter of the late James
Hunter Kellock, Esq.

STAINTHORPE&mdash;PATTINSON.&mdash;On the 19th ult., at Hexham Abbey Church,
Thomas Stainthorpe, M.D., M.R.C.S.E., &c., to Elizabeth, only daughter
of the late George Pattinson, Esq., all of Hexham.

ToWNSEND)&mdash;ALEXANDER.&mdash;On the 3rd inst., at Holy Trinity Church, South-
wark, Henry, third son of Charles Townsend, Esq., of Hatfield, Herts, to
Mary Aune (Poppie), second daughter of C. Linton Alexander, F.R.C.S., i
of Great Dover-street.

WHITMARSB&mdash;BLuNDELL.&mdash;On the 9th inst., at St. George’s, Hanover-
square, William Michael Whitmarsh, 1LD., of Hounslow, second son of
W. B. Whitmarsh, Esq., Coroner for Wilts, to Harriett Jewell Blundell,
daughter of the late John Blundell, jun., Esq., of Timsbury, Hants.-
No Cards. 

_____

DEATHS.
.axmL$.-On the 4th inst., R. Grevile, M.R.C.S.E., of Clevedon, Somerset-

shire, aged 80.
HILL.&mdash;On the 7th inst., N. Hill, M.D., of Leven House, Renfrewshire.
HOUNSEILL.&mdash;On the 25th ult., J. HoLinsel!, M.R.C.S.E., of Bridport, Dorset-

shire, aged 76.
INMAN.&mdash;On t:.e 2nd inst., Wm. B. Inman, M.R.C.S.E., of Northwich,

Cheshire, aged 56.
KEy.&mdash;On the 7th inst., David Key, 3T.R.C.S.E., of The Oval, Brixton,

aged 72.
NOLAN.&mdash;On the 28th ult., J. Nolan, M.D., of Athboy, Co. Meath, aged 63.
OGDEN.&mdash;On the 1st inst., at Ardwick Villa, Ardwick, Manchester, James

Ogden, M.D., M.R.C.P., in his 76th year.

Medical Diary of the Week.
Monday, June 14.

Sf. MARK’s HOSPI’I’AL.&mdash;Operations, 13 P.M.
ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.&mdash;Operations, 10&frac12; A.M.
METROPOLITAN FCtEE H )SPIT& r,.--OpOrations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SUitGgOqS OF ENGLAND. - 4 P.M. Prof. Le Gros Clark,

"On the Principles and Pr tetice of Surgical Diagnosis, especially in re-
lation to Shock and Visceral Lesions."

Tuesday, June 15.
ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.&mdash;Operations, 10&frac12; A.M.
Guy’s HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.
NATIONAL ORTHOP&AElig;DIC HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.&mdash;4 P.M. Mr. J.VV. Hulke, "On

the Minute Anatomy of the Eye."
ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. - 8 P.M. Dr. J. Beddoe, " On the

Stature and Bulk of Man in the British Islands."-Mr. J. Gould Avery,
"On Civilisation, with special reference to the so-called Celtic Inha-
bitants of Ireland."

Wednesday, June 16.
ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDs.-Operations, 10&frac12; A.m.
MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 P.M.
ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL..&mdash;Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
St. THOMAS’S HOSPITA.L.&mdash;Operations 1&frac12; P.M.
ST. MARY’S HosPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
ttREAT NORTHERN HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations; 2 P.M.
UNIVERISITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.
LONDON HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.
OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, SOUTHWARK.&mdash;Operations, 2 1’.111..

Thursday, June 17.
ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC EIOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.&mdash;Operations, 10&frac12; A.M.
ST. GEOEGE’s HosPITAL.--0perations, 1 P.M.
UNIYERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.
WEST LONDON HosPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 p.M.
RoYAL ORTHOPEDIC HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.
CENTRAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.

Friday, June 18.
ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HosPITAL, MOORFIELDS.&mdash;Operations, 101 A.M.
WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
CENTRAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 2 P.M.

Saturday, June 19.
ST. THOnrAS’s HosPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 9&frac12; A.M.
ROYAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL, MOORFIELDS.-Operation, 10? A.M.
ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 14 P.M.
ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL.&mdash;Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
CHABura-czoss HooriTAL.--Operations,’2 P.at.

Notes, Short Comments, and Answers to
Correspondents.

A "BAPiTING" CONVALESCENT INSTITUTION.
AT a time when the public are beginning to be fairly impressed with the vast
importance of encouraging the establishment of convalescent institutions
for the reception of poor persons who, on their discharge from general hos-
pitals, are still weak, and need rest, fresh air, and good nourishment before
they resume their ordinary occupation, a scheme for the foundation of a
"Middlesex County Convalescent Ilosipital" has again been put forward
by Mr. Banting in the fourth edition of his letter on Corpulence, just
issued. As Mr. Banting has the car of the public, as he is known to be
energetic and successful in the cause of charities, and as he commences
with a goodly subscription-list of some &pound; 2000, it seems likely that he may
be successful in his benevolent object. The projector of the scheme heads
the subscription-list with &pound; 500, and proposes that the institution should
secure a Charter of Incorporation, and be governed by a visitor, a presi-
dent, certain vice-presidents, twelve lady patronesses, and a committee of
twenty-four persons, of whom three should be medical, three legal, three
scientific, three clerical, and twelve laymen.; that the building should have
one wing for 200 males, and another for 200 females, properly separated;
that those persons only should be eligible for the benefits of the institu.
tion who have been discharged from the hospitals of Middlesex cured, and
who belong to the artisan and labouring classes, having no means or
friends to provide the comforts which the convalescents require ; that the
limit of residence should be eight weeks, the inmate paying 5s. a week
during stay in the hospital. Mr. Banting thinks that forty or fifty acres
of land and an income of ,E12,000 would be required, &pound; 5000 of which would
arise from the 5s. payments of the inm1tes. The prolosal is certainly one
of magnitude, especially as its author does not intend to ask for any pro-
mised donation until &pound; 100,000 is guaranteed. Mr. Banting makes an
earnest appeal to the public to aid him. We may say this much at present,
that his appreciation of the benefits conferred upon the poor by con-
valescent institutions, and of the necessity for an increase in their num-
ber, is to be thoroughly commended; and if he does not succeed in carry-
ing out his present scheme, we trust he may be enabled to do something
in that direction.

M. D.&mdash;The dry-earth closets in use last autumn at Dover Castle were, we
believe, constructed by the soldiers of the garrison. Our correspondent
had better apply to Moule’s Earth-Closet Company, Bedford-street, Strand.
for information thereanent.

Dr. Bogg.&mdash;We do not think the subject has sufficient interest to warrant
the insertion of the communication kindly forwarded by our CMM-
spondent.

Mr. Edward Wall’s communication shall receive attention.

THE POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I was pleased to see by your remarks in last Saturday’s LANOET that
the Holborn guardians had determined to take steps to prevent people
receiving medical orders without proper inquiries having been first made.
If this were done, I am sure that the very onerous duties of Poor-law medical
ofScerp would be considerably lessened. 1 do noc wish to attach undue blame
to the relieving officers, although there is no doubt they often give a vast
number of orders in the most reckless manner, merely to save themselves
trouble. The guardians are really the chief transgressors, because they do
not employ a sufficient number of these officers to perform the duties pro-
perly. The result is that, in addition to his own work, the doctor has to visit
a great many cases not requiring medical attendance at all-in plain words,
the giving of a doctor’s order is the most convenient way of getting rid for
the time being of all classes of applicants.
The law directs that, before an order is given, the relieving officer should

first visit the case. This is hardly ever done in London. I have no hesita-
tion in saying that, in my own experience, it was not done in five per cent.
of the cases visited by me. In many districts the medical officer is so situa-
ted that he must attend at all hours of the day or night (without orders) the
most trivial and absurd cases-that is, if he wishes to retain his appoint-
ment, or even go about the neighbourhood in safety.
The relieving officer, however hard his work, has stated times for being at

his office&mdash;say from 9 A.M. to 6 P.M; but I can adduce proof to show that he
will only give medical orders for half an hour or an hour of that time. After
6 P.M. he retires to his home, the poor, if possible, being studiously kept in
ignorance of the whereabous of his residence. If there is any trouble, every
excuse is made for him; but the doctor meets with neither sympathy nor
protection, but is at one and the same time the slave of the guardians, of
the overseer, and of the poor.

I am persuaded, Sir, that the only way to lessen the disgraceful and unne-
cessary work that Poor-law medical officers have to perform is an efficient
system of dispensaries, with a staff of relieving officers sufficient, and com-
pelled, to discharge their duties as thoroughly and as conscientiously as the
doctors do theirs.-Your obedient servant,
London, June 8th, 1869. AN Ex-PooR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICER.

*** We gladly insert this letter; but would observe that our correspondent
is wrong in supposing that the relieving officer is required by regulation
to visit the case before giving the order. He should make such inquiries
as will satisfy him that the applicant is a pauper, and so entitled to relief;
and if not so satisfied, he should refuse the order until inquiries have
been made. He is to visit every case for which he gives a medical order

j as soon on the same day as he conveniently can.-ED. L.


